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On January 17-21, 2008, over the Martin Luther King, Jr. weekend, approximately 900 Jews of all ages – from newborns to those in their late 80s – gathered in the Catskills to engage in a veritable festival of Jewish learning. With classes, concerts, plenary lectures, text-study sessions, workshops, exhibits, performances, and a full-fledged program for children, they consisted of Orthodox, Conservative, Reform, Reconstructionist, New Age, non-denominational and other Jews (and some non-Jews as well). 

Not only did they hail from a variety of places (geographical, ideological, personal, Jewish and otherwise); as a group they came to the Limmud NY experience with a variety of levels of familiarity and competence with Jewish learning. In their youth, 30% had been to day schools and yeshivas but most had not. Some may have taken Jewish Studies courses in college; a few may have even spent time studying in Israel at one point in their lives. But still others professed only limited exposure to the world of Jewish learning. And, regardless of their Judaic and learning backgrounds, all came to this weekend of Jewish learning to expand their Jewish knowledge and experience, and to do so in the community of family and friends, both old and new. To varying extents, they sought to craft their own Jewish worlds, to explore their connections to Jewish ideas and tradition, to meet others who share the same curiosity and enthusiasm, and to relax, reflect, and celebrate throughout the four days of learning.

This learning festival, organized by Limmud NY, is planned and run by a community of volunteers. Thus, a large number of the participant-learners take part in planning and executing their own learning experience.

And, Limmud NY is just one of over two dozen Limmud experiences around the world.  The very first Limmud learning festival took place in Great Britain in 1983. Since then, it has been followed by similar events in the UK, conducted annually, as well as by local one-day learning sessions. From England, the Limmud phenomenon began to spread around the world, starting in Australia in 1999. This past year, Limmud learning events have been organized in 30 locations, including Los Angeles, Atlanta and Keystone, Colorado, in the United States. 

Clearly, the Limmud NY phenomenon is not at all isolated. Rather, it is emblematic of a world-wide movement of Jewish adults collectively organizing opportunities for collective Jewish learning. Even more broadly, it is reflective of a DIY (do-it-yourself) moment in Jewish history in which Jews (particularly young adults) are undertaking self-organized initiatives to express their Jewish commitment and to grow their Jewish competence.  In recent years, Jewish young adults have taken to organizing their own spiritual communities, their own social justice initiatives, their own forms of Jewish cultural expression, their own magazines and on-line endeavors, and, in like fashion, their own experiences in Jewish learning, both individual and communal. Limmud NY, while critical and intriguing in its own right, is one such expression of the larger phenomenon of self-initiated Jewish expression and innovation on the part of (mostly) younger adult Jews – both in New York, and the world over.

A Study of the Participants

For the Limmud NY organizers, and more broadly, for Jewish communal policy-makers, the Limmud NY experience raises not only immediate curiosity, but a host of questions as to its meaning and significance for Jewish life. What is the true nature of its significance? Who does it affect and how?

Central to any understanding of Limmud NY and its implications is an understanding of its several hundred participants. Who are these people? What are their socio-demographic characteristics, and what sorts of Jewish backgrounds do they encompass? Why do they come to Limmud NY? And how do they react to the experience?

To address these and related questions about Limmud NY 2008, we administered an on-line survey of participants in the 2008 event; we also invited those who participated in earlier Limmud NY events (which have taken place annually since 2005) to participate in the survey. 

The sample consisted of 580 respondents, representing 32% of those we invited to participate. From March 2 to April 4, 2008, we sent four invitations by e-mail (see Appendix) asking potential respondents to turn to a website to complete the survey. The majority of respondents, 418, attended Limmud NY 2008, but significant numbers of respondents also attended in years past: 230 attended in 2007, 163 attended in 2006, and 114 attended in 2005. These numbers include some overlap because respondents may have attended more than one conference. We checked for possible bias in our sample by comparing the distributions of gender, age, and residential location of our sample’s participants in the 2008 Limmud NY event with the information provided by all the registrants for the same event. With respect to these three selected characteristics (all that were available), we find no substantively significant variation between the sample and the full roster of registrants (see Appendix D).

 In addition to posing closed-end (multiple-choice) questions, we asked open-end questions about those aspects of the Limmud NY experience that generated more favorable and less favorable reactions. A sampling of these answers, organized by theme, appears in Appendix C.

We found that on the whole, Limmud NY participants are a demographically diverse group with respect to age, family status, and other characteristics. They are largely highly engaged in Jewish life, in one way or another, even as they come from varying levels of Jewish educational background and profess a wide variety of denominational identities. They report high levels of satisfaction with the other participants, the program and the overall experience. Limmud NY undoubtedly contributes to participants’ growth as Jews, feeds their motivation for further involvement, and knits together networks and relationships among New York-area Jewish educational, spiritual, and communal leaders from a wide variety of backgrounds and identities.

Demographic Background 

It is said by some that demography is destiny. While we do not advance such an ambitious claim, we do believe that contained within the distributions of demographic characteristics are vital insights into the make-up of the participants, the meaning of Limmud NY, and its significance and implications for Jewish life in New York and beyond.

Four Generations of Learners
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While the professional leadership and volunteer corps are drawn heavily from young adult cohorts, Limmud NY manages to attract participants who vary across the entire age spectrum. Respondents’ ages ranged from under 18 through 65+, with a median of approximately 43. Those under 35 comprised 37% of the sample, those aged 35-49 comprised 28%, those 50-64 comprised 24%, and those 65 and over comprised 11%. This distribution, while largely consistent with those found in previous years, points to some slight growth over time in the middle-age participants. With that said, the age diversity is truly impressive: In effect, four generations – embracing children, young adults, parents, and grandparents occupy the same Jewish space at the same time.

* Data obtained from conference registration forms (see Appendix D) rather than survey research.     
   Note: some of the percentages on this and other charts may add to just over/under 100% due to rounding. 

More Women Than Men

A mounting body of research points to the over-representation of girls and women (and the under-representation of boys and men) in a variety of Jewish venues. One measure of the greater investment of Jewish women in being Jewish comes in the research on the outcomes of mixed marriage: On average, in mixed marriages, Jewish wives are about twice as likely as Jewish husbands to raise their children as Jews. 

Against this wide-ranging body of research on gender variations in religious commitment generally and Jewish engagement particularly, we are not surprised to learn that almost three in five, or 58%, of the Limmud NY 2008 participants were female. This gender distribution is consistent with findings in years past (60% of the participants were female in 2007). 
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*Data obtained from conference registration forms (see Appendix D) rather than survey research.
Many are Uncoupled

A broad body of research points to the relative under-involvement of uncoupled Jews in institutional Jewish life. The under-representation of the unmarried and the “over”-representation of the married resembles that found in religious life generally. In fact, a recent major work on American religious life cites two factors as the leading causes for the under-involvement of young adults in American churches: relative to their parents and older siblings, more are without spouses and more are without children.

Rare is the organized Jewish activity that manages to draw the uncoupled. Rarer still are activities that draw the uncoupled and the coupled to the same space. In fact, single Jews report that they feel alienated from synagogues, JCCs, federations and other established Jewish institutions in part because they are so populated by married couples with children.

It is against this background that the marital contours of the participants at Limmud NY 2008 are rather distinctive: while 53% are in a couple relationship of one sort or another (with 49% in a marital or domestic partnership relationship), fully 47% are uncoupled (single, non-married, divorced, and a few widowed). These distributions have been stable over all four Limmud NY conferences from 2005 to 2008. 
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Not Just for the Children

The presence of children, especially for young adults, is a major incentive for participation in conventional Jewish life (as it is for religious life in general in America). In fact, a sociological study of the vast expansion of church membership in post-War America attributed the rise to the period’s Baby Boom, (A Little Child Shall Lead Them: A Statistical Test of an Hypothesis That Children Were the Source of the American "Religious Revival", by Dennison Nash, Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion, Vol. 7, No. 2, Autumn, 1968, pp. 238-240).   In 21st Century America, fewer and fewer Jews are led to Jewish involvement by their children, since fewer and fewer young adult Jews are bearing children as early as their parents did in their time. But, here, too, the Limmud NY participant profile is rather distinctive in that just over half report no children at home.
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Few are Intermarried, but Some Singles Inter-date

In yet another respect Limmud NY participants reflect larger patterns in Jewish life. Of those in a couple relationship, about 95% are married to or living with Jews. The intermarried vastly under-engage in Jewish life and attending Limmud NY conferences is no exception to that pattern.

While the currently coupled demonstrate high levels of in-group partnership, the situation is decidedly more fluid among the non-married. Of those respondents who are not married or in a domestic relationship, the vast majority (86%) have dated someone who is Jewish in the past year. At some point, as many as 58% of the currently single were in a romantic relationship with someone Jewish. More than half (52%) have used an online Jewish dating site. 

Certainly, they evidence the strong desire to meet and marry other Jews, a desire abetted by the concentration of Jews among highly educated white New Yorkers, the principal marriage market for New York-area Jews. At the same time, a large number have engaged in activities that provide the opportunities for romantic relationships, if not eventual marriage with, non-Jews. As many as 19% have been in romantic relationships with non-Jews in the past year, somewhat more (24%) have dated non-Jews, and about the same number (20%) have visited dating sites that are not specifically Jewish in orientation.

Many Jewish policymakers believe that highly engaged Jews (especially those in New York) exhibit little chance of marrying outside the faith. Yet these results suggest that such may not be the case as the uncoupled Limmud NY participants report significant levels of seeking, dating, and romancing non-Jews, as well as Jews. High Jewish engagement is no guarantee of eventual marriage, or of eventual marriage to another Jew.
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A Representative Number of GLB Jews
With little extant research on their numbers in the Jewish population, we cannot be certain as to the expected share of Limmud NY participants. That said, while the overwhelming majority of respondents (95%) are heterosexual, 5% are gay, lesbian or bisexual, closely replicating the patterns found in years past. The representation of GLB Jews approximates that estimated for the population at large, suggesting that Limmud NY is relatively “gay-friendly,” notwithstanding the relatively traditional nature of the activity that is central to the event (Jewish learning).
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Diversity in Employment Patterns

The wide range in age and the diverse family patterns among Limmud NY participants find a parallel in their employment patterns. As can be seen in the table below, most respondents work full-time (62%), 16% are full-time students, and only 2% are full-time homemakers.
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Region of Residence: New Yorkers and Others Too

About two thirds of the Limmud NY adult participants hail from the UJA-Federation 8-county catchment area (New York City, Long Island and Westchester). Another 18% come from nearby counties and states. At the same time, almost one in six come from very distant locations, be it in the United States or even some (3%) from foreign countries. In fact, the appeal of Limmud NY has grown beyond its original heartland of the Upper West Side, which now supplies less than one in four Limmud NY participants.

Since 2005, Limmud NY has slowly increased its number of participants from other parts of Manhattan and from upstate, New Jersey and other parts of the US. At the same time, the proportion from the Upper West Side has trended steadily downward, from 35% in 2005 to 22% in 2008.

These trends demonstrate Limmud NY’s growing appeal to Jews outside of the typical NY market (generally those living on the Upper West Side of Manhattan). While retaining its strong New York-area demographic base, Limmud NY is bringing New York area Jews into contact with and relationship with highly motivated Jews from other parts of the globe, extending their social networks, their experience, and presumably their perspectives as well.  
Participants by Area of Residence*
	
	2005

(%)
	2006

(%)
	2007

(%)
	2008

(%)

	UJA-Federation 8-County Area
	75
	64
	71
	67

	Upper West Side
	35
	28
	24
	22

	Upper East Side
	7
	7
	6
	3

	Other Manhattan
	9
	10
	12
	13

	Brooklyn
	7
	7
	13
	9

	Bronx
	4
	3
	3
	4

	Queens
	1
	1
	3
	4

	Nassau
	4
	3
	4
	5

	Suffolk
	3
	1
	1
	3

	Westchester
	5
	4
	5
	4

	Other NY State
	1
	3
	3
	4

	New Jersey
	7
	9
	7
	10

	MA & CT
	5
	7
	4
	4

	Other US
	8
	12
	11
	13

	Other Countries
	4
	4
	4
	3

	Total
	100
	100
	100
	100


* Data obtained from conference registration forms (see Appendix D) rather than survey research.

Jewish Life Courses: Diverse Backgrounds, Engaged Today

Limmud NY brings together participants who, as a group, are rather Jewishly engaged. At they same time, they have arrived at their current relatively high levels of engagement by way of diverse paths and distinctive journeys. Certainly, some report having gone to day schools and yeshivas as youngsters; but, still others report undergoing significant Jewish educational and socialization experiences only as adolescents, or as college students, or even later in life. These are Jews who have grown considerably in their knowledge and commitment, and they continue to learn, grow, and deepen their engagement in Judaism and connections with other Jews.  

Jewish Background: Largely Born Jews Married to Jews

To describe the Jewish character of these participants, we begin with very fundamental characteristics: their identities as Jews and those of their spouses, if married.  Almost all (96%) respondents were raised Jewish, and a small number converted to Judaism. Of those who are married, fully 96% are in-married (of these, 4% are married to Jews-by-choice). 
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Jewishly Educated: Both Groomed and More Recently Bloomed

Day school alumni and more: Almost all (91%) received some Jewish education before age 14, with nearly a third (30%) having gone to day schools and most of these (19%) having attended Orthodox day schools or Yeshivas. Turning to the others, as many as 41% attended Hebrew school, the generic term for multi-day, part-time Jewish school. 
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The day school alumni rate is a particularly valuable indicator of the overall character of participant at Limmud NY. The findings for the 2008 participants are entirely consistent with those who attended previous conferences, where about a third also attended yeshiva or day school. Moreover, consistent with Limmud NY gradually expanding its reach – a pattern we have seen in evidence with respect to geographic diversity – the proportion who are day school alumni has trended downward ever so slightly, dropping from 33% in 2005 to 30% in the last two Limmud NY conferences. In other words, the non-day school majority edged slightly upward form 67% in 2005 to 70% today.
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Many other educational experience too: The participants report other forms of Jewish educational experiences. The majority went on an educational trip or program in Israel (69%), at a rate about triple the national average. About as many participated in a Jewish youth group as a teenager (68%), approximately twice the rate found in studies of the Jewish population at large. Two thirds also had taken a college-level Jewish studies course (66%), about triple the number seen in other studies. To be clear, the levels of all these indicators of Jewish educational background are consistent with the findings from those reported in previous Limmud NY evaluations, lending confidence to the findings that emerge in this study. 
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Mostly Conservative and Orthodox, Many Non-denominational

In 2008, substantial number of Limmud NY participants identified with the Conservative and Orthodox movements (32% and 21%, respectively), about a third (34%) preferred not to identify with any denomination, and hardly any saw themselves as Reform. In comparison with New Yorkers generally, these participants are both more likely to identify with the two more traditionally oriented denominations, or to abjure any denominational labels.  Thus, the Limmud NY participants are slightly more Orthodox than the New York area population (21% vs. 19%); somewhat more Conservative (32% vs. 26%); must less Reform (9% vs. 29%); and slightly more Reconstructionist (3% vs. 1%). 

Of note, is that notwithstanding their high levels of Jewish engagement, Limmud NY participants are also more likely than Jewish New Yorkers generally to abjure any denominational affiliation (34% vs. 26%). In this penchant for eschewing major denominational identification, the Limmud NY participants resemble patterns found among members of independent minyanim (self-organized spiritual communities established largely by highly educated Jewish young adults nationwide) where members also tend toward identifying with the more traditionally denominations or toward non-denominational identities. 

The non-denominational responses in these contexts of highly engaged Jews signify something different than in the larger population of American Jews. In surveys of the general population, the non-denominational responses are associated with Jews reporting low levels of Jewish engagement, associated in part with their widespread lack of affiliation with a congregation. But in surveys of generally highly engaged Jews, such as the Limmud NY participants, the non-denominational response signifies an outright rejection of denominational affiliation that grows out of intensified Jewish commitment and seeing Orthodoxy, Conservatism and Reform as symbolic of the sort of Judaism they seek to transcend.

Participants by Denomination

	
	Limmud NY Current

(%)
	Limmud NY  Raised

(%)
	New York Area Jews

(%)

	Orthodox
	
21
	
22
	
19

	Conservative
	
32
	
40
	
26

	Reform
	
9
	
17
	
29

	Reconstructionist
	
3
	
2
	
1

	Other Jewish
	
34 *
	
16
	
26

	Not Jewish
	
0
	
4
	
0

	Total
	100
	100
	100


*Of those in the current denomination “Other Jewish” category, 9.7% consider themselves post-denominational, 6.3% multi-denominational, 5.1% non-denominational, 5.5% Just Jewish, 2.8% Renewal, 2.8% Culturally Jewish, 1.7% Secular and .2% Secular Humanist.
Indeed, their denominational identities have changed over time, at least since childhood. Comparing their current denominational affiliations to the denominations in which participants were raised, the Limmud NY participants report considerable growth in the non-denominational category, as well as a substantial decline in the Reform label, and a moderate decline in those identifying as Conservative. Again, these patterns correspond with those observed among a recent study of participants in independent minyanim and other emergent spiritual communities.
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The denominational distributions in 2008 resembled those reported in years past. That said, Limmud NY 2008 saw a slight increase in the percentage of Orthodox participants.

Widespread Synagogue Belonging and Service Attendance

More than three quarters (78%) of the participants are members of, or participate in, synagogues. Even more striking is that as many as 47% are members/participants in a minyan or havurah, terms associated with a rather rarefied (and generally intensive) form of Jewish communal engagement. (Minyan and havurah members exhibit higher than average levels of involvement, commitment, and Jewish educational background.) Typically, havurah and minyan participants also belong to conventional congregations, as do an overwhelming majority of minyan and havurah members among the Limmud NY participants.
[image: image18.emf]Limmud NY Participants*

Several times a 

month or more

65%

About once a 

month

14%

A few times a 

year

16%

Never, or only 

on special 

occasions, High 

Holidays

5%


The high levels of belonging to synagogue, minyanim and havurot among Limmud NY 2008 participants are not at all a new phenomenon for Limmud NY. In fact, these levels closely resemble those reported in earlier years. In 2008, as many as 79% affiliated with either a synagogue or a minyan (or both, as reported by nearly half the participants). Exactly the same percentage was found in 2007. Yet, notwithstanding the high rates of affiliation with spiritual communities, Limmud NY has managed to significantly increase participation by the congregationally unaffiliated, whose number nearly doubled from 11% in 2005 to 21% in 2007 and 2008.
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If large numbers of Limmud NY participants are members of synagogues and other spiritual communities, so too are large numbers of them frequent attenders at religious service. Clearly, on average, the Limmud NY participants are heavily engaged with congregations and their equivalents, both as members and as frequent attenders at religious services. Well over half of the respondents (65%) reported that they attend religious services several times a month or more, a level of attendance that is several times higher than that reported by all New York area Jews. Fully 79% of Limmud NY participants attend services monthly or more, as compared with just 29% in the New York area Jewish population at large. At the other extreme, hardly any Limmud NY participants (5%) attend services only on the High Holidays or less often. This small number stands in sharp contrast with that reported in the 2002 Greater New York Jewish Population Study. There we learn that, indeed, most New York area Jews report these low levels of synagogue attendance, indicative of what many Jewish communal leaders would refer to as “marginally affiliated,” or “non-affiliated” Jews, few of whom attend Limmud NY. In striking contrast with the population at large, Limmud NY manages to attract representatives of the most engaged in Jewish life, albeit with a diverse range of Jewish and demographic characteristics. 

Frequency of Religious Service Attendance

Limmud NY vs. NY Area Participants
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                     * Approximate equivalence in the wording of the response categories
Many Jewish Friends

Social networks and peer groups are important indicators and facilitators of Jewish identification. Previous research has shown that Jews with greater numbers of Jewish friends are more likely to engage in Jewish activities, and are likely to feel connected to Judaism and the Jewish people. Fully 84% of respondents indicated that most or all/almost all of their close friends are Jewish, nearly triple the rate found in studies of the larger Jewish population.
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Being Jewish Very Important

Not only do these participants act more Jewishly engaged (such as by attending services frequently); they feel more Jewishly engaged as well. Being Jewish is very important to 90% of the Limmud NY participants, as compared with 65% of New York area Jews. Thus, not only do they behave as if being Jewish is very important to them, they say so as well.
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Very High Levels of Israel Engagement

Fully 95% of respondents have been to Israel before, with as many as 38% having lived there for some period of time. These patterns contrast very sharply, to say the least, with those observed among American Jews generally, where no more than 40% have ever been to Israel. While 75% of Limmud NY participants have had significant contact with Israel (they have been there at least twice or lived there), just 19% of American Jews have had the same experience. The contrast between Limmud NY participants and Jews generally is sharper still with respect to having lived in Israel: 38% vs. 4% nationally. Clearly, Israel has played an enormous role in the lives of these highly engaged Jews; and just as clearly, Israel plays a vital role in their identities as Jews and as Jewish learners.
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Note: some of the percentages on this and other charts may add to just over/under 100% due to rounding
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The impact of Limmud NY participants’ frequent trips to Israel (and the backgrounds which led to them) can be seen in the near-universal widespread attachment to Israel. Among Limmud NY participants, as many as 72% are very emotionally attached to Israel, as compared with just 25% in a recent national survey of American Jews.  
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Almost Half have been Jewish Communal Professionals
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One reason for, or expression of, their high engagement in Jewish life is reflected in their professional backgrounds. Almost half of the respondents, 47%, have at some point in their lives worked as a professional for a Jewish organization; and, as many as 29% work as paid professionals in a Jewish organization now.  It is worth noting that respondents who indicated that they worked as a professional for a Jewish organization at some point in their lives include individuals who, as teen-agers, may have held temporary or seasonal positions, such as working as camp counselors or teaching Sunday school. 
[image: image31.emf]Profile: Non-Orthodox, Unmarried, Ages 25-39

-- Limmud NY vs. American Jews --

30%

57%

42%

8%

15%

20%

19%

88%

93%

89%

65%

33%

77%

49%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Read any books with a Jewish theme in the past year

Agree that it’s important to have Jewish friends

Half or more of friends are Jewish

Volunteered for a Jewish organization

Made a financial contribution to UJA-Federation

Attended a JCC program

Synagogue members

Limmud NY

American Jews


That said, the likelihood of serving as a presenter or performed at a Limmud NY conference is indeed enhanced by working as a paid Jewish communal professional. Of those with no professional experience, just 16% have been presenters, as contrasted with 26% who have been professionals in the past (but not now) and fully 39% who are currently employed as Jewish communal professionals. These percentages also testify to the diversity of input Limmud NY receives from its planners and participants. By implication, Limmud NY is bringing together the New York area Jewish communal professionals, and, in so doing, strengthening the social infrastructure that knits together the organized Jewish community in the region. By attending Limmud NY, each of these professionals can be presumed to be meeting their counterparts and strengthening their relationships, communication, and trust – all of which are vital to the effective functioning of a sometimes disparate, and often competitive institutional environment.
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More than half (53%) of those who indicated that they were paid Jewish professionals in the past volunteered for Limmud NY 2008, but fully 47% of current paid Jewish professionals and 44% of those who have never been paid Jewish professionals also volunteered for Limmud NY 2008. These percentages again illustrate the extent to which Limmud NY receives input and help from a diverse pool of participants.
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Most Have Been Jewish Educators

If the numbers of Jewish communal professional are striking, even more striking are the numbers of Jewish educators. More than half of the participants, 63%, have been employed as a Jewish educator, and 24% currently hold such a position. For the purposes of this survey, the term Jewish educator was broadly defined; it includes someone who once taught Sunday school as a teenager as well as respondents who hold academic degrees in Jewish education and work in JCCs, synagogues, and other Jewish institutions.
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As with Jewish communal professionals, educators no doubt find special benefit from their Limmud NY experience. Not only do they acquire and sharpen their skills as learners (with obvious direct implications for their professional roles as teachers). They are undoubtedly strengthened in their motivation and commitment, and, strengthen their ties to other Jewish educators, with obvious benefits for professional development and mobility.
[image: image35.emf]With Whom did Participants Attend Limmud NY 2008?

With any family 

(and, possibly, 

friends)

36%

With friends  

(but no family)

34%

Alone

30%


Widespread Engagement in Multiple Jewish Experiences and Activities

In terms of their Jewish experiences during the past year, respondents indicated participation in a wide range of Jewish experiences. These range from visiting Jewish websites (96%), and watching movies or reading books with a Jewish or Israeli theme (89% and 88%, respectively), to attending a program or activity at a JCC (81%). More than three quarters (77%) volunteered for a synagogue, Federation or other Jewish organization in the past year and more than half, 53%, contributed to a UJA-Federation campaign during that period. 
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For these and all manner of other activities indicative of Jewish engagement, the Limmud NY participants vastly exceeded levels reported in a recent national survey of American Jews. As might be expected, the largest gap reported pertains to taking Jewish classes (78% vs. 13%); but other large gaps emerge with respect to attending concerts (82% vs. 22%), volunteering in a Jewish context (78% vs. 27%), and even reporting having experienced a significant spiritual experience in a Jewish context (32% vs. 13%). Thus, the extraordinary nature of Limmud NY participants’ high levels of Jewish engagement extend beyond the more commonly measured indicators of commitment; they extend to all measurable areas as well.

Strong Patterns of Jewish Beliefs and Attitudes


The pattern of high Jewish engagement among Limmud NY participants extends to what they believe and how they feel. With regard to their beliefs and opinions, respondents agreed with the statements “I have a strong sense of belonging to the Jewish people” (97%), and “It’s important to me to have friends who are Jewish (93%). Eighty percent of the respondents agreed with the statement, “I wish I knew more Jewishly.” On these, and so many other indicators, these Limmud NY participants score way above levels reported in studies of the wider Jewish population, further testifying to their overall high levels of Jewish engagement.
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Not surprisingly, almost a third, 32%, indicated that they view them themselves as leaders in the community to a great extent. Thirty-one percent indicated that they are seeking to a great extent, and 22% indicated that they are growing in observance or commitment to a great extent.

Non-Orthodox Young Adults are also Highly Engaged

The extent to which Limmud NY appeals to highly engaged Jews can be seen in comparisons of Limmud NY participants with their counterparts in a national survey of American Jews. For comparison purposes we relied upon two national studies of American Jews (the 2001 National Jewish Population Study, and the 2007 National Survey of American Jews). The primary advantage of these surveys for our purposes is that they contain questions that are identical or closely resemble the questions we asked in our study of Limmud NY participants. We isolated a group that is often seen as a principal target group for engagement: non-Orthodox, non-married, young adult Jews (those 25-39). We compared those in this group who attended Limmud NY 2008 (16 % of all our respondents) with a group similarly defined from a national survey conducted in 2007. Using several indicators of Jewish involvement, we find that the Limmud NY participants almost uniformly out-score their national counterparts, often by very wide margins. We may focus on a few examples: synagogue members (49% for Limmud NY, vs. 19% nationally); volunteered for a Jewish organization (65% for Limmud NY vs. 8% nationally); and, read any books with a Jewish theme in the past year (88% for Limmud NY vs. 30% nationally).
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The Participants’ Views of their Limmud NY Experiences

How did the participants view their experience at Limmud NY? What did they particularly like or dislike? And who were particularly satisfied or dissatisfied?

Involvement in Planning for Limmud NY

To more fully understand their responses to the Limmud NY experience, we need to appreciate the extent to which the participants themselves design and execute the event. Almost a quarter, 23%, said that they had been involved in the planning for a Limmud NY conference. Just about the same percentage, 24%, said that they had presented or performed at a Limmud NY conference. Almost half of respondents, 46%, indicated that they volunteered at Limmud NY 2008. Of those who volunteered, 21% did so for five or more hours.
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Reasons for Attending Limmud NY
Also critical to understanding reactions to the Limmud NY experience is understanding their reasons for attending. Indeed, they present a mélange of mutually supportive reasons that center on Jewish learning in a community of friends. When asked about their reasons for attending Limmud NY 2008, 86%, said that it was very or extremely important to them to engage in Jewish learning. Almost two-thirds indicated that they wanted to grow as a Jew (65%) and to experience community (64%) as very or extremely important reasons for attending Limmud NY 2008. 
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Family and Friends: Limmud NY as a Social Experience
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The social aspects of Limmud NY that brings and drives a good number of participants can be seen in the rather large number who came with family and friends. About equal percentages of respondents came to Limmud NY 2008 with family (36%), friends (34%) and on their own (30%).

High Levels of Satisfaction with Limmud NY 2008

In all respects, Limmud NY participants report high levels of satisfaction, generally replicating results obtained in previous studies. Overall, the vast majority, 87%, were satisfied or very satisfied with Limmud NY 2008. The satisfaction levels in 2008 were very similar to those in 2007 (86%) and 2006 (87%).
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When asked which aspects of Limmud NY respondents liked best, many found it difficult to choose just one. The most popular responses related to the sense of community and peoplehood at Limmud NY and the learning.

I believe that the best part was the fact that so many diverse Jews of all ages were able to come together and find common ground. I thought there were classes at all levels and something for everyone. Most importantly, unlike in my smaller town, in this group virtually everyone in attendance was smart and educated, Jewishly identified and knowledgeable and therefore able to raise the discussion and education to a very high level.

The opportunities to take classes with such brilliant and extraordinary people; meeting and connecting with people that I wouldn't have necessarily had the opportunity to meet otherwise.  Reconnecting with people I haven't seen in a long time.  The opportunity to discuss things that I have been studying independently for awhile with "authorities" and clarifying ideas and understandings that would have otherwise taken much longer to reach.

Experiencing a multi-generational pluralistic community representing the entire spectrum of Judaism, experiencing exciting and engaging teachers and sessions, incredible music, uplifting prayer, meeting fascinating people and reuniting with some long-lost colleagues.

High Levels of Satisfaction with the Learning Levels
For the vast majority of respondents, the level of learning was “just about right” at Limmud NY 2008.
[image: image47.emf]How Much Will You Pay for Your Children                 

to Attend Limmud NY 2009

$199 or less

32%

$225 

19%

$250-$300

13%

Not sure

36%


A significant number of respondents appreciated the diversity of the programs, the myriad of choices, and the presenters. Respondents wrote that they tried to take advantage of all of the learning opportunities Limmud NY had to offer. 

Huge variety of sessions, consistently high quality of presenters and presentations, services diverse enough to appeal to all types, teachers who understood that not all of us have extensive background knowledge in many areas.

I loved the variety of topic explored in the different sessions. I enjoyed alternatives to classroom education, such as krav maga class, Israeli folk dance, and theater performances.

I really enjoyed the text-based classes and the opportunity to talk to the presenters in informal contexts.

On the other hand, all of the choices left some participants feeling overwhelmed and overscheduled.

I didn’t feel like that there wasn’t more common meal time or down time planned (I hated the feeling that I was missing something in order to rest or eat).

I didn’t like how hard it was for me to choose what seminars to go to and to feel like I was missing out on some things when I had to choose.

The number of choices could sometimes be a bit overwhelming.

Satisfaction with Religious Observance

The vast majority of respondents also felt that the level of religious observance was “just about right” at Limmud NY 2008.
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Many respondents commented that they felt Limmud NY was very inclusive and accepting.

…The casual atmosphere that everything is accepted; no matter how people express their Judaism, there’s something for everyone.
The high level of classes and the mixture of various types of Jewish observers or non-observers.
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However, there were a significant number of comments from participants who felt that pluralism and tolerance were areas that Limmud NY could strive to improve.

…I also sensed an increase in the social pressure on participants to respect the Shabbat environment. I felt this mean, please don’t “break” Shabbat in public. I felt awkward about using my phone even in non-program spaces. I don’t think this is healthy in a pluralistic environment. Pluralism does not mean catering to the frumest common denominator.

I genuinely felt discriminated against as a secular person by some of the speakers…There was a consensus that during question and answer sessions, certain speakers intentionally avoided calling on audience members that, by their dress, were clearly less religious than other Limmud participants. This was particularly frustrating and disappointing for a purportedly inclusive and progressive conference.

I have found that people who are very “sensitive” and “politically correct” generally, somehow believe it is OK to stereotype and stigmatize Orthodox Jews. I found a number of conversations in class and in separate discussions in which people who would be very careful when discussing the “differently abled” or the “transgendered” thought nothing of engaging in a diatribe about Orthodox Jews. If you want to create a real spirit of togetherness, this must be addressed.

Satisfaction with the Mix of Ages
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As shown earlier, Limmud NY attracted people from all ages, from those under 18 to 65 plus. Most respondents reported that the mix of ages at Limmud NY 2008 was just about right. 

Respondents noticed and appreciated that Jews of all ages attended Limmud NY 2008.

The diversity of Jewish backgrounds and ages all coming together.

I believe that the best part was the fact that so many diverse Jews of all ages were able to come together and find common ground.

…So many different kinds of Jews, ages and backgrounds…

Although Jews of all ages and backgrounds were together at Limmud NY 2008, not all respondents felt that it was easy to meet people at the conference.

I felt that it was very clique-y and there was nothing built in for people like me who didn’t know people from the beginning. I also felt that I didn’t belong—from an age and observance standpoint. It skewed towards the very observan[t], much older (or much younger) and really didn’t feel like it was welcoming for people who were less observant. 

The social programming was mostly for children, teens and families.  While I knew going in that it was not a singles event by any measure, I think that there should have been at least some programming for singles.

 I wish there were more single people in my age range and more programming for single people to meet each other

Also as a single woman in her 40's, I would have loved if there were more single men in the 30-50 age range -- always an issue -- where are they??

Satisfaction with “Camp Limmud NY”
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Just under half of the respondents have at least one child. For respondents with children, Camp Limmud NY provided an opportunity for parents to fully participate in the conference while their children were safe and Jewishly engaged. 
While the majority of parents were satisfied with Camp Limmud NY, there is still some room for improvement.

We arrived right before Shabbat and camp had already ended for the day and it did not start up again until the next day at 1:00pm.  That meant that we were not able to start our learning until Saturday afternoon. We would appreciate more babysitting/camp so that we can attend sessions over Shabbat.  Another problem was that our children were hushed at the adult services and the kids services were not very good- this left us with no good Shabbat experience for our children or ourselves.  One option would be to have camp during Shabbat morning services- and this could be Shabbat programming for the kids.

Many Returnees

The survey was open to Limmud NY 2008 participants as well as those who attended in years past. Almost three quarters of the respondents attended the 2008 conference, but significant percentages came in 2007 (40%), 2006 (28%), and 2005 (20%). 
	Year of Conference
	Survey Respondents who Attended

(%)

	January 2008
	73

	January 2007
	40

	January 2006
	28

	January 2005
	20



In the last two years, just under two-thirds of the participants attended for the first time, while 36% were returnees.
	
	2006

(%)
	2007

(%)
	2008

(%)

	First Time Attendees 

(based on registration data)
	74
	64
	63


The many “repeat customers” suggest high levels of satisfaction and commitment to the enterprise. The new participants suggest that Limmud NY continues to attract a healthy mix of newcomers.
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How do the returnees differ from the newcomers in terms of their reactions to the experience? We divided the respondents into three categories: first-timers (64%, based on our survey data), those who have attended two Limmud NY conferences (19%), and those who have been to three or more (17%).  On the whole, participants were very satisfied with Limmud NY 2008 but those who keep coming back are consistently satisfied.

We examined the three groups with regard to satisfaction with the learning levels in presentations, religious observance, and the mix of ages. Those who have attended three or more Limmud NY conferences felt that Limmud NY 2008 hit the mark “just about right” at higher rates that respondents who had only attended one or two.  
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Satisfaction Levels by Different Segments of the Sample

The tables below summarizes the satisfaction levels (general satisfaction and the percentage who responded “just about right” when asked about the learning level, level of religiosity, and mix of ages) of the respondents by gender, family status, educational background, and current synagogue attendance. The Limmud NY 2008 conference received exceptionally high marks on satisfaction in these areas across the board. 

Women tended to be a bit more satisfied than men on all of the measures except for the mix of ages. In terms of family status, younger married couples (under 45, no children) and younger singles were a bit more dissatisfied with the level of learning than the other categories. Younger singles were also more likely to feel that the mix of ages was in need of improvement. 
Segment Profiles

	
	Overall Somewhat or Very Satisfied

(%)
	Learning Level Just About Right

(%)
	Religious Observance Just About Right

(%)
	Mix of Ages Just About Right

(%)

	Gender
	
	
	
	

	
Male
	85
	73
	76
	84

	
Female
	88
	80
	79
	76

	
	
	
	
	

	Family Status
	
	
	
	

	
Married w/kids
	89
	81
	88
	100

	
Married, under 45, no kids
	87
	73
	79
	86

	
Empty nester
	93
	94
	92
	98

	
Single, over 45
	88
	92
	91
	84

	
Single, under 45
	85
	74
	83
	78


The most significant difference between those who attended day school as youngsters and those that did not was that the day schoolers were less satisfied with the level of learning. That said, those who attended day school were more satisfied with Limmud NY on the general satisfaction measure.
Finally, with regard to synagogue attendance, those who only attend services on the High Holidays or less frequently were the least satisfied on the overall measure as well as on the religiosity measure, when compared to more regular synagogue goers.
	
	Overall Somewhat or Very Satisfied

(%)
	Learning Level Just About Right

(%)
	Religious Observance Just About Right

(%)
	Mix of Ages Just About Right

(%)

	Educational background
	
	
	
	

	
No day school
	85
	85
	86
	87

	
Attended day school
	91
	72
	88
	90

	
	
	
	
	

	Current Service Attendance
	
	
	
	

	
High Holidays or less
	74
	85
	63
	63

	
More than High Holidays
	86
	84
	87
	85

	
More than Monthly
	88
	79
	88
	92


Most are Planning to Attend Limmud NY 2009

More than half, 54%, indicated that they will definitely or probably attend Limmud NY 2009, and just over a quarter, 27%, are undecided. This is an improvement over 44% indicating they would return in 2007 and 49% in 2006.
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Financial Considerations

Limmud NY gives needs-based scholarships to ensure that the finances do not inhibit participation. Forty-four percent received a scholarship or student fellowship to attend Limmud NY 2008.  

It is important to note that 41% said that they cannot afford to pay more than the current “full” price: $569. Of those with children, 32% indicated that they would not be able to pay more than $199 for each of their children to attend Limmud NY 2009. 
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Conclusion


Limmud NY draws upon a constituency heavily populated by individuals with experience in, or preparation for, various positions in Jewish leadership, both lay and professional. Most participants are, or have been, Jewish communal professionals or Jewish educators. A significant minority attended day schools in their childhood. Most have been to Israel twice or more, and a significant minority lived there, probably on programs that center on study and learning. 


With that said, these people show many signs of growth, change and fluidity. A substantial minority rejects denominational identities. A substantial minority of the unmarried among them report dating and conducting romantic relationships with non-Jews. They attend Limmud NY in part to experience community, to continue to grow as Jews, and in some cases, to explore their relationship to being Jewish.


Moreover, though many qualify as “leaders,” these people constitute considerable diversity, demographic, ideological and otherwise. Limmud NY is distinctive in its ability to attract the combined and common participation of four generations, and all denominations (including the non-denominational). It reaches throughout the New York geographic area and beyond.


In short, Limmud NY is comprised of a community of highly motivated learners. It is at once a learning experience, a religious experience, and a communal experience. It draws highly engaged Jews from across a wide spectrum. In so doing, it not only prepares, motivates, and develops leadership of all ages and backgrounds. But the Limmud NY experience also undoubtedly fosters strong ties and connections across the numerous ideological, institutional and social boundaries that divide engaged Jewry in New York and elsewhere. 


Appendix A

The Survey and Frequencies
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The Limmud NY 2008 Participants’ Survey 

Percentages Shown
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I. Your Limmud Experience


1. Which of the following Limmud NY conferences did you attend? (Check all that apply)

	January 2008
	73

	January 2007
	40

	January 2006
	28

	January 2005
	20


2. [IF ATTENDED LIMMUD 2008] Overall, how satisfied were you with the Limmud NY 2008 conference?

	Very Dissatisfied
	7

	Somewhat Dissatisfied
	3

	Neutral
	3

	Somewhat Satisfied
	29

	Very Satisfied
	57


3. [IF ATTENDED LIMMUD 2008] How important were each of the following in your decision to go to Limmud NY 2008?  

	
	Not at all important
	A little important
	Somewhat important
	Very im-portant
	Extremely important

	a. To engage in Jewish learning
	1
	1
	11
	40
	46

	b. To experience community
	3
	6
	27
	37
	27

	c. To see my friends
	23
	23
	25
	19
	9

	d. To see how I feel about Jewish learning
	43
	15
	21
	14
	7

	e. To help me explore what being Jewish might mean to me
	34
	20
	20
	15
	11

	f. To grow as a Jew
	6
	6
	23
	33
	32


4. [IF ATTENDED LIMMUD 2008] With whom did you come to Limmud NY 2008? (check all that apply):

	On your own
	30

	With friends
	38

	With your spouse or partner
	36

	With your children
	21

	With family other than spouse or partner or children
	13


5. Have you ever presented or performed at Limmud NY, either in 2008 or in previous years? 

	Yes
	24

	No
	76


6. Were you involved in planning for Limmud NY, either in 2008 or in previous years?
	Yes
	23

	No
	77


7. [IF ATTENDED LIMMUD 2008] Did you volunteer at Limmud NY 2008?

	Yes, 1-4 hours
	25

	Yes, 5-10 hours
	9

	Yes, 11-15 hours
	4

	Yes, more than 15 hours
	9

	No
	54


8. [IF ATTENDED LIMMUD 2008] Did you receive financial assistance or a student fellowship in order to attend Limmud NY 2008? 

	Yes
	44

	No
	56


9. [IF ATTENDED LIMMUD 2008] For you personally, would you say the level of learning at Limmud NY 2008 was...


	Much too basic
	1

	Too basic
	16

	Just about right
	77

	Too advanced
	2

	Much too advanced
	0

	Not applicable or not sure
	5


10. [IF ATTENDED LIMMUD 2008] For you personally, would you say the level of religious observance at Limmud NY 2008 was...
	Much too low
	1

	Too low
	6

	Just about right
	78

	Too high
	4

	Much too high
	2

	Think it doesn’t matter
	10


11. [IF ATTENDED LIMMUD 2008] For you personally, would you say the mix of ages at Limmud NY 2008 was...
	Much too young
	0

	Too young
	3

	Just about right
	79

	Too old
	6

	Much too old
	1

	Think it doesn’t matter
	11


12. [IF ATTENDED LIMMUD 2008] How satisfied were you with respect to the children’s program?

	Very dissatisfied
	1

	Somewhat dissatisfied
	3

	Neutral
	3

	Somewhat satisfied
	6

	Very satisfied
	9

	Not sure or not applicable to me
	79


II. YOUR CURRENT JEWISH LIFE
13. Among your closest friends, would you say that… 

	None are Jewish
	0

	Some are Jewish
	6

	About half are Jewish
	10

	Most are Jewish
	46

	All or almost all are Jewish
	39


14. Are you currently a member of or participant in a...
	
	Yes
	No

	a. ...Jewish synagogue or congregation?
	78
	22

	b. ...Minyan or havurah?
	47
	53

	c.....Other Jewish organization (Hillel, Hazon, AIPAC or other )
	65
	35


15. 

	
	Yes
	No
	Not  Sure

	a.  Would you like to deepen your relationship with God?
	65
	16
	19

	b. In the past year, have you had a significant spiritual experience in a Jewish context?
	63
	28
	9

	c. In the past year, have you had a significant spiritual experience in a non-Jewish context?
	32
	57
	11

	d. In the past year, have you attended a program or activity at a Jewish Community Center or YMHA?
	81
	18
	1

	e. In the past year, have you volunteered for any social justice or advocacy organization, Jewish or not?
	63
	35
	2

	f. In the past year have you done any volunteer work for, or sponsored by, a synagogue, Federation or other Jewish organization?
	78
	21
	1

	g. In 2007, did you or anyone in your household make a financial contribution to a UJA-Federation campaign?
	53
	41
	6

	h. Do you regularly read any Jewish magazines or newspapers?
	81
	17
	1

	i. In the past year have you attended any concerts or musical performances with a specifically Jewish or Israeli orientation?
	82
	16
	2

	j. In the past year have you seen a movie with a Jewish or Israeli orientation?
	89
	10
	1

	k. In the past year, have you read any books with a Jewish or Israeli orientation?
	88
	11
	1

	l. In the past year, have you taken any classes with a Jewish or Israeli theme?
	78
	21
	1

	m. In the past year, have you visited any Jewish websites on the Internet?
	96
	3
	1


16. About how often do you personally attend religious services at any type of synagogue, temple, or Jewish community?

	Never or only on special occasions
	3

	Only on High Holidays
	2

	A few times a year
	16

	About once a month
	14

	Several times a month or more
	65


17. Referring to Jewish religious denominations, in which of the following were you raised, and what do you mostly consider yourself now?  (MARK ONLY ONE IN EACH COLUMN)

	
	Raised
	Now

	Orthodox
	22
	21

	Conservative
	40
	32

	Reform
	17
	9

	Reconstructionist
	2
	3

	Renewal
	0
	3

	Secular Humanist
	2
	0

	Multi-denominational
	1
	6

	Post-denominational
	0
	10

	Non-denominational
	1
	5

	Secular Jewish
	3
	2

	Culturally Jewish
	5
	3

	Just Jewish
	5
	6

	Not Jewish
	4
	0


18. How important is being Jewish in your life?
	Very important
	89

	Fairly important
	10

	Not very important
	0

	Not at all important
	0

	Not sure
	0


19. How emotionally attached to Israel are you?

	Very attached
	71

	Somewhat attached
	22

	Not very attached
	5

	Not at all attached
	1

	Not sure
	1


20. To what extent do you view yourself as…

	
	Not  at All
	Not Sure
	To Some Extent
	To a Great Extent

	a. A Jew who is a leader in the community?
	17
	9
	41
	32

	b. A Jew who is growing in observance or commitment?
	15
	18
	45
	22

	c.. A Jew who is seeking?
	17
	15
	37
	31


III. YOUR BELIEFS & OPINIONS

21. Do you agree or disagree with each of the following statements?

	
	Strongly Disagree 
	Disagree
	Not  Sure
	Agree
	Agree  Strongly

	a. I have a strong sense of belonging to the Jewish people
	1
	0
	1
	18
	79

	b. It is important to me to have friends who are Jewish.
	0
	2
	4
	34
	59

	c. I wish I knew more Jewishly
	2
	6
	13
	45
	35

	d. I have a Jewish responsibility to care for people in trouble (as with Darfur or Katrina)
	1
	3
	10
	44
	42

	e. I have a special responsibility to take care of Jews in need around the world
	1
	1
	8
	39
	51

	f. It bothers me when people try to tell me that there’s one right way to be Jewish
	2
	4
	6
	22
	68

	g. Most synagogue services are not interesting to me
	12
	34
	16
	27
	11

	h. I really don’t feel committed to any particular denomination of Judaism
	22
	34
	14
	20
	10

	i. I find Jewish organizations largely remote and irrelevant to me
	23
	39
	20
	14
	5

	j. Even if I don’t observe every aspect of the Sabbath, I do try to make it a special day
	5
	10
	10
	33
	43

	k. Caring about Israel is an important part of my being a Jew
	2
	4
	10
	30
	54


	
	Strongly Disagree 
	Disagree
	Not  Sure
	Agree
	Agree  Strongly

	l. Jews should marry whoever they fall in love with, even if they’re not Jewish
	27
	26
	25
	17
	5

	m. I’d be upset if my child were to marry a non-Jew
	7
	8
	20
	28
	37

	n. I am concerned that the number of Jews in the US will diminish over the next couple of generations
	4
	10
	20
	32
	34


V. YOUR JEWISH BACKGROUND

22. Were you raised Jewish, converted to Judaism, or remain not Jewish?  

What about your spouse or partner, if applicable?

	
	Raised Jewish
	Converted to Judaism
	Not Jewish

	You
	96
	3
	0

	Your spouse or partner
	92
	4
	4


23. What is the main source of the Jewish education you received before the age of 14?  (MARK ONLY ONE) 

	None
	9

	Sunday or other once a week school
	15

	Hebrew school or other multi-day part-time Jewish school
	41

	Yeshiva or full-time Jewish Day School
	19

	Non-Orthodox Day School
	11

	Private tutoring
	2

	Any other source
	3


24.  

	
	Yes
	No
	Not  Sure

	a. Did you participate in a Jewish youth group as a teenager?
	68
	30
	1

	b. Did you attend a Jewish sleep-away camp during the summer?
	60
	39
	0

	c. Did you attended a Jewish day school after 8th grade?
	28
	73
	0

	d. Did you ever participate in an educational trip or “program” in Israel?
	69
	31
	0

	e. Have you ever taken a college-level Jewish studies course?
	66
	33
	1

	f. Did you participate in Hillel or any other Jewish organization on campus?
	60
	39
	1


25. Have you ever been to Israel?

	No, never
	5

	Yes, once
	11

	Yes, 2 or more times
	47

	Yes, I have lived in Israel
	38


26. Are you now or have you ever been a paid professional in a Jewish organization (e.g., synagogue, Federation, or JCC)?

	Yes, now
	29

	Yes, in the past but not now
	18

	No
	53


27. Are you now or have you ever been employed as a Jewish educator (e.g., teacher, youth group advisor, Jewish camp counselor, madrich, etc.)?

	Yes, now
	24

	Yes, in the past but not now
	39

	No
	37


V. YOUR PERSONAL BACKGROUND

28. Are you:
 

	Male
	37

	Female
	63


29. What is your age?

	Under 18
	1

	18-24
	12

	25-29
	14

	30-34
	10

	35-39
	8

	40-44
	10

	45-49
	10

	50-54
	11

	55-59
	7

	60-64
	9

	65-69
	4

	70-74
	2

	75-79
	2

	80+
	1


30. What is your ZIP code?  (If you are living at school, enter your SCHOOL’s zip code.) _ _ _ _ _ 

31. Are you…

	Working full-time (30 hours or more a week, on average)
	62

	Working part-time (less than 30 hours)
	11

	Unemployed and looking for work
	1

	Retired
	5

	Full-time homemaker
	2

	Full-time student
	16

	Other
	3


32.  What is your current marital status?  (choose one:)

	Never married
	37

	Married to someone Jewish
	48

	Married to non-Jew
	2

	Living with someone Jewish
	2

	Living with non-Jew
	1

	Widowed
	2

	Separated or divorced
	8


33. How many children, if any, do you have?

	None
	52

	One
	9

	Two
	19

	Three or more
	19


34 [FILTERED FOR THOSE NOT-MARRIED OR LIVING WITH SOMEONE:] 

In the past year, have you…

	Dated someone who is Jewish?
	86

	Dated someone who is non-Jewish?
	24

	Been in a romantic relationship with someone who is Jewish?
	58

	Been in a romantic relationship with someone who is not Jewish?
	19

	Been on JDate or another online Jewish dating site?
	52

	Been on a non-Jewish dating site?
	20


35. You regard your sexual orientation as …

	Heterosexual
	93

	Gay or lesbian
	2

	Bisexual
	3

	No answer
	3


VI.  LIMMUD NY 2009

36. Do you plan to attend Limmud NY in 2009? 

	Definitely yes
	22

	Probably yes
	32

	Not sure
	27

	Probably no
	14

	Definitely no
	6


37. In 2008, the registration fee for ADULTS was $569 for 3 nights/double occupancy. Limmud NY may need to consider increasing prices in 2009 in order to close its budget gap. How much would you personally be willing to pay to attend Limmud NY 2009? (Check the maximum that you would be willing to pay.)

	$569 or less, can’t pay any more
	41

	$600
	16

	$650
	8

	$700
	3

	$800
	3

	Not sure
	29


38. In 2008, the registration fee for CHILDREN 2-13 was $199 for 3 nights/double occupancy. How much would you be willing to pay for your children to attend Limmud NY 2009? (Check the maximum that you would be willing to pay.)

	Not applicable to me, don’t have children 2-13
	52

	$199 or less, can’t pay any more
	15

	$225
	9

	$250
	3

	$275
	1

	$300
	2

	Not sure
	17


VII. IN YOUR OWN WORDS

39. [ONLY IF ATTENDED LIMMUD 2008] What aspect(s) of Limmud NY 2008 did you like the most?

40. [ONLY IF ATTENDED LIMMUD 2008] What aspects of Limmud NY did you like the least? 

41.  Please add any additional comments you wish about Limmud NY or this survey.

Appendix B

Letters Sent to Participants Asking for their Participation in the Survey

From Limmud NY Staff

Subject: Survey of Limmud NY participants


Dear First Name,

In a few days, you will be receiving a survey from the well-known sociologist Prof. Steven M. Cohen asking you about your experience at a Limmud NY conference during the past three years. We are writing to strongly encourage you to respond to this very important survey.

Prof. Cohen has volunteered to conduct this survey of Limmud NY  to help us understand the experience of prior Limmud NY participants and to learn how we can improve Limmud NY 2009. 

Your answers are confidential. We, at Limmud NY, will not see any of your individual responses – we’ll see only the summary report that Steven will be writing with his colleague, Dr. Judith Veinstein.

Please take the time to fill out the survey. We do appreciate your participation. Should you have any questions, don’t hesitate to write to Sara@LimmudNY.org
Thank you in advance for your help!

Sincerely,

Sara Shalva, Executive Director, Limmud NY 

Karen Radkowsky, Board President, Limmud NY

One day later

Subject: From Professor Steven M. Cohen – Limmud NY Survey

Dear First Name,

· What do you think about your Limmud NY experience, be it last month, or in years past? 

· How can Limmud NY 2009 be improved over previous experiences? 

· What are your views and feelings about your Jewish involvement?

These are some of the questions we’re addressing in this survey of Limmud NY   participants. Yesterday, Sara Shalva and Karen Radkowsky wrote to urge you to participate in this study – here it is.  

The link below will take you to the survey which takes about 10-15 minutes to complete.  No one at Limmud NY will see your individual responses; they will only see a summary report.

I would very much appreciate it if you would take a few minutes and complete this on-line survey today. Just click on the link below:

Insert Link

If you have any comments or questions about the survey or Limmud NY, you can email me at steve34nyc@aol.com, or my co-investigator, Dr. Judith Veinstein at jveinstein@gmail.com.

The Limmud NY leadership and I thank you in advance for your participation in this important survey.

Sincerely,

Prof. Steven M. Cohen

Three days later

Subject: Thank you and Survey Reminder: Limmud NY

Dear First Name,

A few days ago you received an invitation to participate in a short on-line survey about your Limmud NY experience, be it last month, or in years past. If you have already filled out the survey, please accept our sincere thanks.

If you have not yet completed the survey, please take 10 minutes and do so today. The link below will take you directly to the survey.

Insert Link

If you have any questions or trouble accessing the survey, please email me at steve34nyc@aol.com.

Sincerely,

Prof. Steven M. Cohen

One week later (to be sent ONLY to non-respondents) 

Subject: Reminder: Survey of Limmud NY participants

Dear First Name,

About 10 days ago you received an email inviting you to participate in a short on-line survey of prior Limmud NY participants. According to our records, you have not yet responded. 

Please take 10 minutes to click on the link below and complete this survey. The information you share will allow us to learn more about your Jewish interests and plan Limmud NY 2009 accordingly. 

Insert Link

Please note that no one at Limmud NY will see your individual responses; they will only see a summary report. If you have any questions about the survey or trouble accessing it, please email me at steve34nyc@aol.com.

Many thanks in advance for your time and attention.

Sincerely,

Prof. Steven M. Cohen

Title

One week  later (only goes to non-respondents)

Subject: Last chance: Survey of Limmud NY participants!

Dear First Name,

As you know, the leadership of Limmud NY and I have requested that you complete a short on-line survey in an effort to better understand prior participants’ Jewish interests and plan for Limmud NY 2009. According to our records, you have not yet completed the survey. This is now the official “LAST CHANCE” notice – we will soon be closing the survey and analyzing the results, and we very much want to hear from you so that we may include your views and experiences.

Please take 10 minutes, click on the link below, and share your views and opinions with us, whether you attended Limmud NY last month or only in years past. The survey will close in the next few days so this is your last chance.

Insert Link

If you have any questions or problems accessing the survey, please email me at steve34@aol.com.

Many thanks for your time and attention.

Sincerely,

Prof. Steven M. Cohen

Appendix C

Additional Quotes in Selected Categories

Sense of Community and Peoplehood

I appreciated the tolerance and respect shown to each denomination.

The many levels of observance of the attendees

Meeting people I haven't seen for a long time.

Meeting with and talking to people of different backgrounds.

The casual scrabble games between extraordinary Jewish leaders at the cafe.

Schmoozing in the central commons area

Diversity of jewish people

seeing people I know from so many places;  especially New York;  meeting new people.

Meeting new people;  opportunity to interact with people from many different backgrounds; 

Friendliness; 

The socializing. The time spent with my family and friends and new friends.

That it was so many different kinds of jews;  ages and backgrounds.  

i loved the diversity of people and programs

Study and feeling of one people

Seeing friends; being surrounded by Jews; the "family" atmosphere (I liked that there were all ages represented); the relaxed; camp-like atmosphere (as a young mother who works full time; I REALLY enjoyed not having to cook or clean up meals for a few days); the variety of learning was amazing; the food was delicious; the babysitting "smira" was brilliant; the setting was excellent and comfortable. Ach; it was just great! 

You have me kvelling as I remember ; -). Oh and I loved that there was a mix of people from different religious backgrounds; all enjoying the experience together. The well-stocked nosh bar\cafe was super.

just sitting in the lobby and seeing so many other Jews of all ages and demographics who were also interested in Jewish learning.

the energy; the community; the opportunity to hear what was of interest to other Jews

the social aspect and conversations that happen outside of the sessions
The people I met/the conversations I had

The excitement of being part of a large diverse community of Jewish learners.

I loved being in an open; nonjudgmental environment with people who really just wanted to learn more about a variety of Jewish topics and improved themselves.

I always enjoy the community and the learning most at Limmud

I really liked meeting other people and connecting with them - I also enjoyed the fact that we had a lot of choice about what we wanted to do.  I loved the diversity.

The energy level amongs guests and staff was very high and friendly.  I met some very nice folks.

That people formed community and conversations were wonderful during meal time.

I believe that the best part was the fact that so many diverse Jews of all ages were able to come together and find common ground. I thought there were classes at all levels and something for everyone. Most importantly; unlike in my smaller town; in this group virtually everyone in attendance was smart and educated; jewishly identified and knowledgeable and therefore able to raise the discussion and education to a very high level.

Pluralism; community; learning.

The opportunities to take classes with such brilliant and extraordinary people.  Meeting and connecting with people that I wouldn't have necessarily had the opportunity to meet otherwise.  Reconnecting with people I haven't seen in a long time.  The opportunity to discuss things that I have been studying independently for awhile with "authorities" and clarifying ideas and understandings that would have otherwise taken much longer to reach.

It was quite intimate.

The learning; the communal aspect; feeling like I was part of something bigger than me; a piece of a whole.

Way in which people worked together to actualize vision

Being part of a Jewish community; taking so many interesting classes; meeting many people from all over the world; being able to get a scholarship (Me and my wife couldn't afford to go otherwise)

inspiring to see so many people seeking and exploring their Judaism

I liked all the different options of ways to worship; people to meet; fun activities to do. I also liked the feeling of community and all the interesting people I met. It was nice to be surrounded by so many Jews for the first time in my life.

Experiencing a multi-generational pluralistic community representing the entire spectrum of Judaism; experiencing exciting and engaging teachers and sessions; incredible music; uplifting prayer; meeting fascinating people and reuniting with some long-lost colleagues.

Just seeing all parts of the community comming together to engage in serious Jewish 

learning and community - that was a great experience.

Hanging out with old friends and new friends and doing some great learning

The Learning

I loved the diversity of programs

The programs that were involved with teaching in depth Talmud or alternate ways of looking at biblical texts.

The diversity of the community and the variety of learning opportunities;  the open and supportive learning environment

This was this first time that I participated in Limmud and I really felt a great connection.  

The programs that I attended were for me very enlightening.

just about everything... the opportunity to learn which i don't do enough on the regular basis... the wonderful sessions... the wonderful presenters... the feeling of experiencing shabbat as it should be... the variety... the wonderful people... the feeling... the total jewish experience... the spiritual growth... the way it makes me feel about myself... and this year in particular would have to be meeting a presenter with whom i am going on a very special women's spiritual journey to israel which i never never planned but was so taken by her in her session and the fact that she actually tried to convince me to join... this was definitely a highpoint of limmud for me and something i will always remember...

the classes.  There were many options that I was interested in at each time slot; and the quality of the classes and the teaching was A+.  I also liked it very much that the food was kosher; 

The variety of the various lectures and the research that went to the presentations.

The programming was terrific this year.

I liked the amount of classes that were offered.

I very much enjoyed the learning;  it's what I came for. I very much enjoyed the informality;  the diversity of the people both teaching and participating; and was taken by the warmth of the experience...  Range and diversity of program options

1) Talks by wise rabbis. 2) Sessions for Jews who are rediscovering their Jewish roots 3) The very hip Saturday morning service in the Starlight space with music and a slide show - just awesome. 3)  All new age; mind/body; spiritually oriented sessions; except for Biblioyoga (see below). 4) The food - especially the tahini. 5) Structured social organization or activities such as the assignment of volunteers to help newcomers find places to sit at Shabbat or the activity of asking three people a question after the havdalah service.  Just through those two simple activities; I met several different people who I continued to see and talk to throughout the weekend.  6) Sessions on how to pray; on developing your relationship to G-d.  7) The pool and exercise room.  8) Israeli dancing 9) wine-tasting

I like the more in depth classes; and the discussions.  Also the exposure to new things.

I liked the classes the best and the interactive sessions were fairly good.

Interesting Torah / text study classes with great teachers about philosophical subjects.

I appreciated being invited a presenter. I liked the spiritual exploration and yoga classes.

I liked the choice of programming.

I thought the choice of courses were wonderful; as were the speakers at all I went to.

I liked Benji Levine's mock interview (he played different Israeli characters) on Sunday night. It was entertaining and gave me opportunity to reflect on Jewish stereotypes and issues.

The diversity of programming. The range of choices was tremendous.

I enjoyed the discussions and presentations about different aspects of Jewish life here and in other parts of the modern world.

Superb teachers and presentations; films; etc. Great that all the classes & meals were in 

ONE building. shabbat services; sessions; facility; food

The huge variety of options. There was always something; usually more than one somethings; that drew me.

availability of an assorted variety of learning choices. The opportunity to teach. The varied community all together...!

Being able to go to some sessions and feel like a participant rather than an organizer.

Quality of the sessions; friendliness; mix of ages; the tumult; the informality; meeting people at meals.

The lectures that expanded my Jewish learning.

I loved the sessions- particularly the ones focused on text study.

The variety or presentations. Great presenters; great variety of topics to learn about. 

Everyone was very knowledgeable and impressive.

There were wonderful Jewish political speaker that were very informative. Educational speaker on Judaic subjects

So many interesting classes with knowledgeable participants

The films and film screenings were wonderful; and I'm glad this was a focus this year.

The courses were very informative; wide range of knowledgeable presenters.

The communal spaces--so much life and interaction going on between sessions and into the evening.

The learning and the night activities.

I liked the post-denominational space; the wide variety of non-basic learning available in English; the LGBT happy hour.

I enjoyed the diversity of the seminars. I thought the presentations were very stimulating.

I love the Torah learning sessions with known great teachers. I love learning brand new things; like Musar (this year) and I enjoyed meeting new people. I also love the music and opportunities to see new and creative arts approaches to Judaism. This year it was Noah Solomon and the King David play. Last year I loved the play from Ramallah to Tel Aviv (the hip hop one man show).

The variety of class opportunities was excellent; as was the care and consideration given to all aspects of Jewish worship and interest.  Transportation provided was well-arranged.

Classes; openness of participants; presenters of high quality; community spirit; prayer sessions.

opportunity to attend lectures and classes that I always want to attend; but never seem to do in my day to day life

I loved the variety of classes and the presenters were excellent. And; the musical performances on Saturday and Sunday night were excellent; it was a great break from all the classes. Also the hotel was so much better than the last place.

The opportunity to learn from big names in the Jewish community and then continue the discussion in the hallways and engage them on hot issues

Being able to choose from many activities and classes as well as the option to not attend and just relax. I liked that there were also hike options; hands-on things like shofar workshop; etc. not just lectures/classes/discussions.

The high level classes and the mixture of various types of Jewish observers or nonobservers.

Multiple options at any given time -- the excitement of hitting on a great session.

The continuous/non-stop nature of sessions and the age diversity of participants.

I felt that this year the content of the sessions was intellectually very high quality.

Shabbat Observance

that Limmud's formal position is shomer shabbat.  I liked the variety of davening options.

I loved the community and the various avenues of learning available. There were fascinating and exciting speakers and performances; and a terrific communal Shabbat experience.

attending different shabbat services

All the different Shabbat options

I think some of the Shabbat services could have been more uplifting and musical without so much explanation and being so fragmented.

Wonderful shabbat dinner experience

The learning and the davening on shabbat morning.  

Shabbat dinner - wonderful leaders at our table for learning;  sessions on Halachic Organ 

Donation and the U.S. Army vet who spoke about his experience liberating a Nazi camp just after World War II ended.

The classes/workshops and variety of choices were incredible.  I loved the choices of Shabbat services.  Everyone was friendly and helpful.

I loved the blend of ages; the young volunteers; the outrageous "Service of My Dreams" on Shabbat; the range of programs and classes

Appendix D

Comparison of Registration Data to Survey Data

	Gender
	2008 Registration Data

N=875
	Survey Data Limmud NY 2008 Respondents Only

N=386

	Male
	42
	37

	Female
	58
	63


	Age 
	2008 Registration Data

N=752
	Survey Data Limmud NY 2008 Respondents Only

N=384

	18-24
	14
	13

	25-34
	23
	22

	35-49
	28
	28

	50-64
	24
	28

	65-79
	9
	8

	80+
	2
	1

	Total
	100%
	100%


	Area of Residence
	2008 Registration Data

N=869
	Survey Data Limmud NY 2008 Respondents Only

N=368

	Upper West Side
	22
	24

	Upper East Side
	3
	2

	Other Manhattan
	13
	11

	Brooklyn
	9
	14

	Bronx
	4
	3

	Queens
	4
	4

	Nassau
	5
	6

	Suffolk
	3
	2

	Westchester
	4
	4

	     UJA-Federation 8-county Area
	67
	71

	Other NY State
	4
	4

	New Jersey
	10
	9

	MA & CT
	4
	3

	Other US
	13
	12

	Other Countries
	3
	2

	Total
	100%
	100%
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I have a strong sense of belonging to the Jewish people


It is important to me to have friends who are Jewish


I have a special responsibility to take care of Jews in need around the world


It bothers me when people tell me there’s one way to be Jewish


I have a Jewish responsibility to care for people in trouble 


Caring about Israel is an important part of my being a Jew


I wish I knew more Jewishly


Even if I don’t observe every aspect of the Sabbath, I do try to make it a special day


I am concerned the number of US Jews will diminish over the next generations


I’d be upset if my child were to marry a non-Jew


Most synagogue services are not interesting to me


I really don’t feel committed to any particular denomination of Judaism


Jews should marry whoever they fall in love with, even if they’re not Jewish


I find Jewish organizations largely remote and irrelevant to me
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