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It is not only stand-up comics who often ridicule Hebrew school as boring. It is a widespread notion. 

But some of us have always found Jewish learning interesting, and we yearn to see to it that Jewish education is never boring for our children or grandchildren, for our students or ourselves. Limmud was invented for us.
Limmud is a Hebrew word for learning. Earlier this year I attended Limmudny (for Limmud New York), and judging by what I experienced there, next year’s sixth annual conference Jan. 14-18 is something you won’t want to miss.
Limmud NY is held in the New York area every year on the weekend of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr’s birthday, as well as Limmud in the United Kingdom and in various U.S. metropolitan areas, is a chance to share half a week with people just like you. Oh, they may be of any size or shape or political stripe, athletic or bookish, or of any denomination, elderly, young, handicapped or of any age, of any sexual orientation. But one thing they share in common: they love learning more about being Jewish! 
Married or single, widowed or divorced, you can have a good conversation at a kosher buffet meal with friends from 30 years ago, and you can work up a sweat singing with friends you just met 30 minutes ago. From Thursday evening through Monday noon this past January, we got together from 7-1 a.m., and learned. Every person there could feel that there were others there who know much less than you do, and others far more learned in Judaism than you. The "tent" was large enough to embrace a cash bar at the same place there were daily meetings of Alcoholics Anonymous. Some worshipped with a mechitzah separating men from women, and some in an egalitarian minyan. I assume that those praying in the morning were not the same as those who stayed up discussing films past midnight. Orthodox and Hasidic Jews enjoyed discussing the meaning of Jewish history with secular humanists, all committed to Jewishness with equal passion.
This Jan. 15-19, more than 700 New York state and metropolitan area Jews (and one Christian Zionist) gathered, and my study partner turned out to be from Cairo. Sitting beside me at a concert was a woman whose father used to own a pharmacy in Bayonne. Sitting beside us was a cantor who left Ukraine 70 years after my father did, and a hazzan from Argentina, and they made beautiful music together. Movies were offered about Jewish experiences in not only Israel, the USA, and Europe, but also in Mexico and Shanghai. Excited Jewish learning took place in the form of art, choir, dance, discussion, drama, "Havruta" (dyads), lecture, film, and rap. 
College students and early childhood educators made sure to provide an educational Jewish atmosphere for infants and toddlers, children and teens. Vacation camp experiences for every age of children were as carefully thought out, as were accommodations and activities for young and old adults.

I learned about wills, living wills, durable powers of attorney, and advance medical directives. You could elect to learn about cloning, conversion, marriage, or divorce. I learned how difficult it is for Orthodox and unorthodox Jews in the United Kingdom (don’t call a Scot an Englishman!) to join in civil discourse. 
You could opt for workshops on getting your own book published or strengthening your own community. I attended lessons on the Golem and artificial intelligence. You might choose among groups acting out lessons from the Torah.

We must never forget the Holocaust, yet there is much worthy of our attention in Jewish life before the rise of Hitler. We love Israel, yet what is happening in the Jewish world since the establishment of the state of Israel is of no less vital importance. Ancient conflicts reflect modern bribery, love, and jealousy. Medieval adventures strike a resonant chord with today’s relations between rabbi and congregant, between rival authors and publishers.
Next MLK weekend, you really have to be at Limmud NY! 
